Pesach Four-Week Countdown                                                          Aliza Bulow ABiteOfTorah.com
4 Weeks to Pesach
Have a Pesach family meeting, review notes from last year, think about guests to invite, share your vision, get everyone on similar page, ask for help, assign jobs
Look over the calendar and fill in your cleaning and shopping schedules

Set appointments for house needs-carpet cleaning, renovations, plumbing maintenance, other work dates

Empty cabinets and freezers for assessment, make pile of chametz foods to be used up, create a pantry/space for Pesach food: include storage for non perishable foods, frozen foods, and matzah

Assess your Pesach Kitchen Inventory (i.e., pots and pans, cutting boards)

Shop to fill in your Kitchen Inventory and non-perishable Pesach shopping, paper goods, kitchen lining supplies

Invite guests

Think about sleepover guests: where will they sleep, do you have enough linen, beds, pillows, towels, plan to fill in if necessary

Create Meal Plans (menus and helper lists)
Order Matzahs, wine, meat, fish

Plan haircuts and sheitel appt

3 Weeks to Pesach
For toddlers: consider giving Pesachdik snacks 

For everyone: begin making sure all food is eaten in the kitchen only
Complete kids clothes shopping, do your own clothes shopping for a break or treat
Think about Afikoman gifts or yontiff/holiday gifts

Clean rooms least likely to have chametz brought back in (i.e., laundry rooms, office, parents’ bedroom, other bedrooms, bathrooms, garage, shed) and tape or mark areas

If you have pets: check your pet food for chametz (kitniyot may be eaten by animals on Pesach, Iams and Science Diet have been okay in the past for dogs), begin switching brands if necessary or make other arrangements for pets 

A week or two before Pesach

Clean fridge and freezer designating one chametz area

Clean cars

Finalize your Meal plans/menus
Begin cleaning the kitchen. Include: appliances, cabinets, chairs, countertops, floor, garbage, highchair, oven, phone, sink, stovetop, table, windows

Sell your chametz
The week before Pesach

Shop for perishables (Costco, kosher-deli, supermarket) and fill in non-perishables now that you are more clear on what you need

Haircuts, style shaitel 

Final clothes shopping, final afikomen/yontiff gifts and treats shopping

The week of Pesach (or before if Pesach is early in the week)

Kasher and make your kitchen pesachdik: line countertops, kasher oven, kasher sink, sweep and mop floor, etc.

Cook!!!  It may be easier to cook by category than by meal. Cook what keeps best first and what most needs to be fresh last. The order might be: kugels, meats and fish, cooked side dishes, desserts, salads.
Erev-erev-Pesach: Final vacuum and recheck all over house (ready for the bedikah), make sure laundry is finished, cut nails, hair cuts should be done by now (remember no laundry or nail or hair cutting during Chol haMoed, and sifirah starts on second night of Pesach)
Erev-Pesach, day of seder checklist:
· set lights, tape if necessary

· set timers

· set ovens

· check light in fridge

· empty vacuum cleaner or change bag

· biur chametz

· take garbage to dumpster or curb

· set up candles for lighting

· ner nishmah for relatives

· ner nishama for lighting flames from

· hot water urn

· lift arm on ice maker

· tear paper towels

· open bottles

· open packages (paper goods, etc.)

· tear toilet paper, open tissue boxes

· set seder plate

· plan the seating (make place cards and a chart for back up)

· cut and/or “do” nails

· naps
· bathe and dress kids

· shower and change

(the following can be done the day before)

· set table, put out Haggadahs 

· make salt water

· check lettuce

· roast shank bone and egg

· make charoset

· grate horseradish

· hard boil eggs for seder

